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struggle, the faculty of theology, the Sorbonne, as it
was called from the name of the College founded by
Lewis IX. for the support of the teachers of divinity,
appointed a permanent committee to watch over the
purity of the faith.

Heresy was in France an offence against the Com-
mon Law, and those accused of it were tried before
the ordinary courts of justice; but these courts
never entered into the question of what constituted
heresy, allowing the decision of the Sorbonne to be
final on that point Hence their function seemed to
be little more than the punishment of whomsoever
the theologians chose to pronounce guilty.

In 1521 the Sorbonne solemnly condemned the
doctrines of Luther, declaring that they ought to be
extirpated by fire and sword; yet the new sectaries
were little molested till after the fatal day of Pavia.
Francis I. was not sorry to have a convenient bug-
bear wherewith to frighten the clergy. He was also
disposed to toleration by more worthy motives, by
the influence of his sister Margaret, and by his un-
feigned sympathy with letters and culture, the best
trait in a character which has been saved from well
deserved infamy by the gratitude of the Muses.
But when the King was captive in Spain the Regent,
his mother, was anxious to secure the co-operation
of the Pope and clergy in her efforts for his libera-
tion, and the heretics, who it was said had drawn
down the wrath of heaven on their country, had a
foretaste of the severities which awaited them.
Lewis de Berquin a young man of great promise, a
scholar and a courtier, was thrown into prison, al-